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At the end of the course learners should be able to: 

i-To comprehend the concept of responsible citizenship and its significance in contributing to national development and societal well-being.
ii. Distinguish between genuine patriotism and superficial expressions of love for one's country.
iii. Distinguish between genuine patriotism and superficial expressions of love for one's country.
iv. Apply their understanding of responsible citizenship by engaging in activities that promote social cohesion, justice, and sustainability, demonstrating a commitment to making positive contributions to their communities.

LECTURE 1

Responsible Citizenry 
In any society everyone has a duty to be a responsible citizen. Responsible citizenship is identified as a basic requirement for sustainable national development and nationhood. Every citizen has got one way or the other to contribute to national development. That is why for every society, there must be a clearly articulated framework for responsible citizenship and national development. Being a responsible citizen also means having a sense of patriotism- a sense of national responsibility; putting a country ahead of self. A patriot is a person who loves his country. He is not a person who says he loves his country. A true patriot will always demand the highest standards of his country and accept nothing but the best for and from his people. He will be outspoken in condemnation of the shortcomings and offers positive criticism. 
A responsible citizen is one who consciously participates in the common destiny with fellow citizens respecting the dignity of each individual and the unity of the Nation. He/She is one who is prepared to limit his personal interests, if needed, in the larger interest of the community. He/she must voluntarily abide by the constitution and agree to obey the law and legal processes in his/her relations with the State and other citizens.
Being a responsible citizen covers many areas – some of them legal obligations, some social and some moral. It goes beyond duties of a citizen that we have looked at in the previous lessons. Being a responsible citizen is not simply staying within the law.  To be a truly responsible citizen goes beyond that. One goes out to do things which help the society – give a little of his or her time and effort for the greater good of the society. 
It should also be noted that a responsible citizen has the following obligations which might be considered basic
Legal Obligations
No one can be a responsible citizen without staying within the law. It is as simple as that. Criminals, by their very nature, are not behaving as responsible citizens. Laws exist to protect citizens, the communities they live in and their property. So to be a responsible citizen, we must respect these laws and abide by them. Harming others or others’ property does not equate to being a good citizen.
Social Obligations
Social obligations really form the bulk of being a responsible citizen and what this means. To be a responsible citizen, we should help our communities and those who live in them. So, being a responsible citizen can encompass things such as volunteering.
Other social obligations of being a good citizen can include things such as helping local businesses. This may means buying a locally made Ugandan product rather than buying an imported one. Being a responsible citizen also means being involved in our communities. This may be demonstrated by being on the school parent teacher association or the village committee. It may be as simple as attending events like burials or any other functions in our own communities.
Moral Obligations
Moral obligations of being a responsible citizen are harder to pin down because different people have different moral codes of conduct. But one place we can all start is in for example helping the environment. 
The environmental problems society is facing are of our own making and we all have a moral obligation to do what we can to change this. So by living as environmentally friendly life as possible, we can help fulfill our moral obligations of being a responsible citizen. For example how do we handle wastes? When we are in the bus do we simply eat and through the plastic bottles and other wastes through the window and litter the environment?
Being a responsible citizen should not be a hard thing but it should be something which occasionally requires a little extra effort. This is because being a responsible citizen is, at its core, about being a less selfish person, and putting the needs of society before your own needs. It does not means you have to sacrifice all your free time to volunteer or help others, but it does mean taking a little time to think about the impact of your actions on others.
Respect for the Country
Although many things might not be right in your country – for example the kind of education that is offered, how the health system operates, or the way the politicians conduct themselves or the way the lead- it still does not mean people should talk ill about these things. Insulting or negative criticisms on our own country is like piling dirt on the plate you eat your food on. Rather the type of criticisms should be positive criticism accompanied by suggestions on how things can be made better. 
Being law abiding citizen 
As a responsible citizens members of the community are meant to follow rules and laws for instance traffic rules on the road or paying taxes, or standing in a queue while at the bank. 
For any country, below are the dimensions of responsible citizenry that we look at in order to have an Effective Democratic Society. An effective or responsible citizen accepts responsibility for the well being of oneself, his/her family and the community and here are the dimensions
1. Personality(al) Responsible Citizenry
At some level responsible citizenship and citizenry implies a set of individual rights and responsibilities. A responsible citizen acts responsibly in his/her community. Works and pays taxes, Obeys laws, solves social problems. One here must have a good character; honest, responsible, and law-abiding member of the community
2. Participatory Citizenry
At this level responsible citizenship and citizenry implies a broader set of social and civic responsibilities. He/She organizes community efforts to care for those in need, promote economic development, or clean up environment. She he knows how government agencies work and knows strategies for accomplishing collective tasks. Citizenship as participation can be seen as representing an expression of human agency in the political arena, broadly defined-citizenship as rights enables people to act as agents. To solve social problems and improve
society, citizens must actively participate and take leadership positions within established systems and community structures
3. Justice-oriented Citizenry
Another dimension of responsible citizenry involves the type of people who critically assess social, political, and economic structures to see beyond surface causes. A responsible citizen seeks out and addresses areas of injustice. She /he knows about social movements and how
to effect systemic change. To solve social problems and improve society, citizens must question and change established systems and structures when they reproduce patterns of injustice over time.  Taking the case of corruption, all of us speak against corruption, the menace that eats into the vitals of our democracy and public life. But how many of us come forward to assist the anti-corruption agencies, of which there are many in Uganda, to put down the evil? How many are prepared to ostracize corrupt elements? We do understand that neither laws nor governments by themselves can do much to curb corruption unless citizens individually and collectively act against it. Lack of responsible citizenship is contributing to the growth of corruption. Justice-oriented Citizenry involves taking all efforts to fight corruption, bribery, sectarianism, favoritism and patronage politics so as to build a just society
A responsible citizen in the three above named dimensions possesses the following characteristics
· He/she has knowledge of the people, history and traditions that have shaped his/her local community, the nation or even the globe
· He/She is informed about public policies. He/she has knowledge of the nation’s documents such as constitution and political processes and is aware of issues and events that have an impact on people in his community, country or even the globe. 
· He/she seeks information from varied sources and perspectives to develop informed opinions and creative solutions. 
· He or she uses effective decision making and problem solving skills in public and private life. A case in point are the strikes and boycotts by lawyers, doctors, teachers, students and service providers. Here we ask ourselves, whether it is justifiable for responsible citizens - particularly in the professional world, to resort to such practices whatever the grievances? How possible can they exercise problem solving skills to engage the government to seek for solutions?
· He /she has the ability to collaborate effectively as a member of a group and actively participate in civic and community life. It is presumed that active participation in civic life makes the individual informed about who to elect as a leader. We can ask ourselves -why do we vote on the basis of religion or tribe without considering merits? Why do we elect people with criminal records so that they occupy positions of power? The answer lies in the lack of responsible citizenry
· He /she strives for self development with a view to becoming better prepared to make positive contributions to the society
· He/She participates in voting in public elections. We need to ask ourselves why is it that in the general Elections the percentage of voting is sometimes lesser than 50 per cent? Is Africa and Uganda in particular having responsible citizens?
Indeed the hallmark of any national development effort is seriously dependent on how responsible the citizens are. 
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